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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 29, 2009 has been entered. 

2. Claim 3 is amended. Claims 1 , 2, and 6 are cancelled. Claims 3-5 and 7 are 
pending and are rejected for the reasons given below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Koyama 
et al. (US 2002/0061431) in view of Tsusaka et al. (US 2002/0001744). 

Koyama et al. teaches a fuel cell having solid polymer electrolyte membrane 
containing a sulfonic group (abstract). Koyama et al. teach that a fuel cell assembly is 
made by forming a catalyst layer, coating it with a layer of electrolyte solution, and then 
bonding the catalyst layer to the membrane [0061]. 
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Koyama et al. fail to teach that the precursor layer infiltrates the catalyst layer, 
and that the composition is polymerized. 

Tsusaka et al. teach a membrane electrode assembly (MEA) for a solid polymer 
fuel cell (abstract).Tsusaka et al. teach that the MEA comprises a polymer electrolyte 
membrane having catalyst layers on either side, wherein the membrane and catalyst 
layers include a compound having activity to an active energy ray, that infiltrates both 
the membrane and the catalyst layer (Figure 1; [0025]; [0028]; [0029]). 

Tsusaka et al. teach that the MEA is made by bonding the catalyst layer, to the 
membrane by thermal bonding, or active energy ray ([0064]). The thermal bonding 
causes polymerization, bonding the layers together ([0067], [0076]-[0078]). 

Tsusaka et al. further teach an electrode metal catalyst layer, wherein the 
catalyst layer is made of a metal, platinum or platinum alloy, supported on carbon 
([0072]). This is the same electrode metal catalyst as found in the instant specification 
(page 9 lines 14-25). 

Tsusaka et al. teach that polymerization of the components after assembly leads 
to better bonding between the catalyst layer and membrane, preventing possible bond 
failures which can lead to broken conductivity paths ([0022]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/559,609 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1795 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to polymerize the electrolyte coating of Koyama et al. after application of 
the membrane in order to provide a better bond. 

5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Koyama 
et al. in view of Tsusaka et al. as applied to claim 3 above, and in further view of 
Fuglevand et al. (US 6,218,035). 

The teachings of Koyama et al. and Tsusaka et al. as discussed above are 
incorporated herein. 

Koyama et al. in view of Tsusaka et al. teach a reinforcement member for the 
membrane ([0062]) but fail to teach that the reinforcement member is an electrical 
insulator. 

The reinforcement member of Koyama et al. in view of Tsusaka et al. is part of 
the catalyst layer, so it is provided on the catalyst layer. 

Koyama et al. in view of Tsusaka et al. further teach an electrode metal catalyst 
layer, wherein the catalyst layer is made of a metal, platinum or platinum alloy, 
supported on carbon ([0072]). This is the same electrode metal catalyst as found in the 
instant specification (page 9 lines 14-25). 

Fuglevand et al. teach a support matrix, or reinforcement member, for use in their 
solid polymer proton exchange membrane fuel cell (column 19 lines 39-40). Grafted 
polyethylene is provided as an example of the reinforcement member (column 19 lines 
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59-61). The instant specification discloses ethylene as a suitable material for the 
reinforcement layer ([0063]). 

It would be desirable to use a non-conductive reinforcement member, such as 
the one of Fuglevand et al., in the membrane of Koyama et al. in view of Tsusaka et al. 
since a non-conductive reinforcement member would provide support without interfering 
with the electronic operation of the fuel cell. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to use a non-conductive reinforcement member, such 
as the one of Fuglevand et al., in the membrane of Koyama et al. in view of Tsusaka et 
al. since a non-conductive reinforcement member would provide support without 
interfering with the electronic operation of the fuel cell. 

6. Claims 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Koyama et al. in view of Tsusaka et al. as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view 
of Akita etal. (US 6,523,699). 

The teachings of Koyama et al. and Tsusaka et al. as discussed above are 
incorporated herein. 

With regard to claim 4, Koyama et al. in view of Tsusaka et al. further teach an 
electrode metal catalyst layer, wherein the catalyst layer is made of a metal, platinum or 
platinum alloy, supported on carbon ([0072]). This is the same electrode metal catalyst 
as found in the instant specification (page 9 lines 14-25). 
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Koyama et al. in view of Tsusaka et al. fail to teach the thickness of the catalyst 
and electrode layers, only that the layers are desired to be thin ([001 1]; [0027]). 

Akita et al. teach a fuel cell having excellent catalytic activity (abstract). 

Akita et al. further teach that the platinum catalyst should be 50-250 urn thick. 
According to Akita et al., for catalyst thicknesses less than 50 urn, there could be an 
insufficient amount of catalyst, and for thicknesses greater than 250 urn, the possibility 
of the catalyst surface becoming unstable arises (column 8 lines 31-44). 

As for the limitation concerning the depth of infiltration into the electrode catalyst 
layer, the infiltration would necessarily be equal to or less then the thickness of the 
electrode catalyst layer, since it would be impossible for the membrane to infiltrate the 
electrode catalyst layer further than the thickness of the layer. Additionally, since the 
MEA of Tsusaka et al. is made by the same method of the instant invention, the 
infiltration depth would inherently meet this limitation. 

It would be desirable to make the platinum catalyst of Koyama et al. in view of 
Tsusaka et al. 50-250 urn thick, encompassing most of the claimed range, since at 
smaller thicknesses, there could be an insufficient amount of catalyst, while at larger 
thicknesses, the catalyst surface could become unstable. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the platinum catalyst of Koyama et al. in view 
of Tsusaka et al. 50-250 urn thick, since at smaller thicknesses, there could be an 
insufficient amount of catalyst, while at larger thicknesses, the catalyst surface could 
become unstable. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 3-5 and 7 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection, see above. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alix Elizabeth Echelmeyer whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-1 1 01 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/PATRICK RYAN/ Alix Elizabeth Echelmeyer 
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